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Greece attaches great importance fo the
implementation of the Sustainable Devel- Biodiversity in the Greek islands

opment Godls (SDGs) as an opporfunity for Greece is home to Europe’s 40% of the plant

fransition fo a new fair and sustainable de- — species and 18% of the animal Species‘
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Traditional man-made environment
in the Greek islands

Greek islands gave birth fo some of the most
renowned civilisations of humanity: they host
over 25% of the country's cultural heritage,
i.e. 10,000 listed archaeological sites and
monuments.

Greek islands also host over 500 listed fradi-
fional settlements with unique and diverse
architectural and morphological features.
Island settlements have been shaped on in-
genious nature-based solutions throughout
the centuries.

This cultural heritage from the past teaches
us how to follow a sustainable development
path, as a source of inspiration and innova-
tion, today.

The Exhibition intfents to show-case how the

unique physical characteristics of Greece, Sustainable tourism in the Greek islands
instead of drawbacks, become drivers for Tourism contributes to 19.7% of Greece's to-

growth. It aims fo highlight the re-invention tal GDP with 30 million international arrivals,
of sustainable traditional techniques and in2017.

practices, especially in the arid Aegean Greece is a sustainable, 365-day tourism
islands, that boosts local development, so- destination: ecotourism and outdoor ac-
cial cohesion, enhanced livelihoods and tivities that build on the unique biologi-

innovation (in particular regarding SDGs cal wealth and fraditions of the Greek
6,7, 11, 12 and 15 and their interlinkages), islands allow visitors to discover the natural
creating resilient societies and a model to and cultural diversity of each island, while
be duplicated today in the country and meaningfully supporting local resources, lo-

elsewhere. cal production and local communities.




